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Widening Field ond the en 
Book.* 
- ALICE S. TYLER, DIRECTOR LIBRARY 
“SCHOOL WESTERN RESERVE UNIVER- 
SITY, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

te discussing the ‘Ideal Citizen” in 
he “Social Forces in England and 
| America,”’ Mr. H. G. Wells analyzes the 
" qiilities that enter into our conception 
‘ot this ideal, and urges us to bear in 
the conflict of our origins and in- 
ole The assertive tendencies en- 
tering into the character of the present 
day citizen he traces to the distinctive 
; 98 of the three ancestral types,— 
Serf, the Rebel, and the Squatter,— 
and then says: ‘‘In the American com- 
position they are dominant.’’ Whatever 
the qualities which were developed by 
conditions leading to migration to this 
new land, or by the necessities of pioneer 
days, these must now be abandoned and 


*Paper read 3 peereheiitown meeting I. L. 
A. October 20, 
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fresh requirements recognized for pres- 
ent needs. 

The fine manhood and womanhood of 
the twentieth century which is to de 
velop into the ideal citizen must be 
grounded in sound ideals of a democ- 
racy. Mr. Wells says the ideal citizen 
will be a different creature from the in- 
different, well-behaved, business man, 
who passes for a good citizen today. 

**He will be neither ynder the slave 
tradition nor a rebel, nor a vehement 
elemental man.’’ 

‘‘The ideal common citizen will be a 
student and a philosopher. To under- 
stand will be one of his necessary du- 
ties. His mind, like his body, will be fit 
and well clothed. He will not be too 
busy to read and think, though he may 
be too busy to rush about to get igno- 
rantly and blatantly rich. It follows 
that, since he will have a mind exer- 
cised finely, flexibly and alert, he will 
not be a secretive man. Secretiveness 
and secret planning are vulgarity: 
men and women need to be educated, 
and he will be educated out of these 
vices. He will be intensely, truthful, 
not simply in the vulgar sense of not 
misstating facts when pressed, but 
truthful in the manner of the scientific 
man or the artist, and as scornful of 
concealment as they; truthful, that is 
to say, as the expression of a ruling 
desire to have things made plain and 
clear, because that so they are most 
beautiful and life is at its finest. 

**And all that I have written of him 
is equally true and applies word for 
word, with only such changes of gender 
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as are needed, to the women citizen 
also.’’ 

At this time, when the spirit of pa- 
triotism is tender and responsive to 
an unusual degree in the hearts of 
Americans, librarians are _ especially 
concerned in considering the field of 
the most democratic of American insti- 
tutions,—the public library—which 
has its contribution to make in devel- 
oping ideal citizens. Society creates 
agencies and organizations for its own 
advancement as needs arise, and the 
publie library in its development and 
its co-operation with other agencies for 
community betterment fills a unique 
place. The ideal citizen must be in- 
telligent and well informed. If he is 
to identify himself with his commun- 
ity, his group, his neighbors, he must 
know more of man’s relation to man, 
his past achievements, his dreams, and 
aspirations. Free access to books,—the 


record of the accumulated thought and 
wisdom, accomplishments and _ visions, 
of men,— has been provided for him in 


library. Mrs. Humphry 
Ward says: ‘‘We depend for the solu- 
tion of social difficulties far more 
than most of us imagine upon the hu- 
manizing of feeling and imagination; 
and it is in libraries that communities 
find the means of this humanizing. Free 
libraries are the great opportunities of 
our day and the days to come.’’ 

The public library is recognized as a 
great humanizing agency in most of our 
cities and larger towns. The library 
system in the large cities, with main li- 
brary, branches, delivery stations, school 
and class- room libraries, factory and 
settlement libraries, and service to 
smaller groups, clubs, ete., vitalized by 
the skilled, personal service of earnest, 
far-seeing librarians are bringing the 
books to the people in a way never 
dreamed of a few years ago. 

The commonwealths in our great na- 
tion are recognizing that good books as 
a means of self-education are more 
necessary to a state than arms, and that 
all should have access to them. In view 
of the supreme crime of the ages, now 


the public 


béing enacted in Europe, let ug 

fy with all our powers the ‘oF 

of the things of the mind and g 

the heroic activities of peace. 

led to the creation of state li 

missions, state traveling library g 

and school library systems, in 

to, or as a part of, the State 

which exists in practically all the 

The service which books can rende 

a commonwealth is not a passive 

but must be actively administered & 

a state center, carrying the gogy 

good books to the most isolated ¢ 

of the state. Library extension is | 

manifestation of this aggressive 
We are not confronted with an @ 

barrassing definition as to kinds of} 

bary service, such as was given by 

new student in the agricultural 

when the professor asked, ‘‘ What 

of farming are there?’’ replied, “ 

tensive, intensive and pretensive.” Wp 

are sure library work includes he first 

two, but has no place for the na 
What has already been accomplish 

enables us to survey the widening 

before us with enthusiasm at 

dence, and what do we find? 


First. New fields, seographiall 
states and territories where free publi 
libraries are practically unknown aj 
public collections of books are provided 
by great effort on the part of a 
group of people. The American 
Association is concerned that every 
tion of this continent shall be provided 
with this means for humanizing @ 
inspiring its people through the 
page. At the last annual me 
the League of Library Comniis i 
committee appointed to investigate # 
field of library extension, reported i 

‘feleven states are without library @ 
missions or other agencies for ea 
on the work, which in a majority off 
states is performed by a library 
mission.’” Campaigns of education 
recommended in these states, to 
the indifferent to the necessity for® 

curing the required legislation. 
library service must be provided i 
a state center, which shall serve # 
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information for the entire 
wealth. Just as each state, after 
enlists in this propaganda, is 

+ content until every town and ham- 
let and country neighborhood within its 
borders is provided with easy, free ac- 
cess to books; so the larger interests 

library work through the nation 
seek to arouse and develop the 
new and unoccupied fields. These eleven 
dates and the few others that are only 
partially aroused, should be enlisted in 
5 , nation-wide campaign for 
free books as one of the means for de- 
a well-informed, intelligent, 
gable citizenship. In Canada, also, the 
ibilities opening for library exten- 
sion are great and the Canadian libraries 
are active in extension work, their li- 
praries being a part of the field of the 
American Library Association. 

Second. New fields are opening be- 
fore the individual libraries in the 
widening opportunities for greater serv- 
ie to their communities. The changing 
enditions in community life, both city 
ad country, call for a larger view of 
the functions of the library and constant 
radjustment to immediate problems. 

Precedents do not exist for many of 
the problems arising in the day’s work 
of a modern public library, as it re- 
lates itself to its community. Each day 
presents a new point of view and may 
pen up a new activity. 

The clubs, schools, factories, settle- 
ments, churches, welfare work, politica! 
parties, recreations, industries, arts, all 
touch the library at some point. In this 
constantly widening field upon which 
wery town and city library finds it 
necessary to enter, is there not a stim- 
tus to do the best constructive work? 
The various agencies for social service 
amd betterment afford rare opportuni- 
ties for co-operation, **Interlocking’”’ 
social agencies inspire confidence and 
courage, unlike the ‘‘interlocking di- 
tectorates.’’ 


With buildings and equipment suited 
tothe varied needs of the work and with 
reasonably adequate collections of books, 


such as most of the libraries in the cities 
and towns now have, the call of the 
book to all the people should be insistent 
and persistent. 

And what of the interesting subject 
of rural extension, which fires our imag- 
ination and stirs our enthusiam? Coun- 
ty library systems, township extension, 
work with farmers’ clubs, granges and 
rural schools, and books in the country 
homes for the boys and girls are now 
easily possible with rural mail delivery 
and parcel post, good roads, automobiles, 
and interurban trolley car; and the rural 
telephone has brought the resources of 
reference collections in town libraries 
within ‘‘easy speaking distance’’ of the 
country school teacher. These open up 
unmeasured possibilities. What has been 
accomplished by the Washington County 
Library at Hagerstown, Md., with its 
book automobile delivery, the Brumback 
Library of Van Wert County, Ohio, the 
county library systems now being evolv- 
ed in California and Oregon; and on the 
township basis in Iowa, Minnesota, Wis- 
consin, and Indiana, are but forerunners 
of what may be developed on similar 
lines in every state in the Union. 


In these libraries where rural exten- 
sion is a reality the field again opens 
up for greater endeavor. In a recent 
paper by Mrs. Antrim, one of the trus- 
tees of the Van Wert County Library, 
and the daughter of the founder, she 
says: ‘‘In our own county work of fif- 
teen years new vistas keep opening be- 
fore us. We feel that while much has 
been done we have merely skirted the 
edges. We have visions of a county agent, 
of a library field worker, of an auto book 
truck. We do have a county superin- 
tendent of schools with several assistants 
and shall shortly have a county Y. M. C. 
A. and a county Y. W. C. A. with which 
to co-operate.”’ ‘ 

Turning from these alluring fields 
where the far horizon so insistently beck- 
ons, let us consider the book itself which 
is to be the social stimulus and the hu- 
manizing influence in the community, as 
well as a means of self-education to the 
individual. Is not this book often closed 

















to. many,—almost sealed to some? We 
assume that there is an eager desire to 
read on the part of those who have, 
through our public schools, acquired the 
ability to read. We fondly believe that 
if the books are made accessible the peo- 
ple will read. But do they to the ex- 
tent we had hoped? Shall the library 
not also see that the book is an open 
book? Many, very many, do read with 
appreciation and joy, as we know from 
the statistics of the use made of our pub- 
lie libraries and traveling libraries; but 
when we consider the proportion of the 
eard holders in our libraries to the pop- 
ulation of reading age and capacity in 
the territory the library is expected to 
cover, the ratio is appallingly small. 


I am econvineed that there should be 
systematic methods adopted by librari- 
ans to suggest, to guide, to interpet in 
the use of books; and how better can this 
be done than by the spoken word? Book 
talks, story hours for adults, discussions 
of certain classics to awaken interest and 
stimulate a desire to read them (in other 
words interpet them), would find re- 
sponse from some; hours with the poets, 
beginning with narrative poems or those 
with human appeal would attract others; 
travel talks, with pictures ; evenings with 
artists, with pictures; all of these meth- 
ods of opening the book to indifferent, 
half-educated people seem to me plain- 
ly functions of the public library. The 
‘mechanics of reading’’ present diffi- 
culties to many people, who from stress 
of circumstances had to leave school at 
an early age, who really long for the 
things of the mind and spirit. Not lec- 
tures, erudite and stupid, given for the 
pleasure (chiefly) of the lecturer, but 
sympathetic, suggestive, simple talks 
about the message of the book and 
the aim of the author, with read- 
ing of selected extracts. I recall with 
keen pleasure a series of talks on 
Buckle’s History of Civilization (one of 
the great books written in English), 
which through such interpetation came 
to be more vital to me and which I 
straightway resolved to read. What a 
delightful field opens up for book talks 





and a discussion of some of the elemen, 
of “enduring literature. With defn. 
and thoroughly-advertised regularity jy 
the lecture room or auditorium, be gpm 
at least one evening each week for 
interpretation by a capable friend of @, 
library, or by the librarian, of a by 
poem or a music drama. The last a 
include certain musical numbers by 
means of Victrola or piano addition ty 
the interpetation. These suggestions gy 
not original, but are included here ty 
suggest specific methods of making a be 
ginning. 

To disseminate intelligence, general jp 
formation and culture, means more thy 
simply lending books; and to introdyy 
people to the books calls for new met, 
ods, initiative and adaptability, Ty 
work now being done for immigrants 
a number of libraries is a fine example of 
the library enlarging its functions to jp 
clude teaching foreigners to read, tp 
know the customs of the new 
ete. The use of the lecture room ag a 
open forum for debate or discussion of 
public questions is another method ugi 
in some libraries. 


The story hour for children, developed 
with such splendid results by the eh 
dren’s librarians, is equally adapted tp 
adult work, for many adults are but 
children of a larger growth, 


Dr. Claxton, the U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, in his A. L. A. address a 
the Washington Conference, spoke d 
‘*First-hand’’ teachers whom he eallel 
‘‘kings and priests to God, and humm 
ity,’’ who grasp the eternal verities, wh 
see deeper into nature and human it 
than others and who speak for eivilim 
tion, races and nationalities. These har 
a message which the world needs and ths 
is chiefly recorded in books. They ligit 
the fire at the altar of human experiem 
and aspiration and this is kept burmig 
from generation to generation throug 
the books that endure. Ours is 
humbler task of the torch-bearer. Noti 
creating, but in preserving and passim 
on the messages of the ‘Kings: 
priests of God and humanity” ate 
brary workers dignified. 
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District Meetings. 
The spring meetings in the six dis- 
triets of the I. L. A. will be held the 
ist week in April and the first week in 
The meeting places, dates and 
‘men are follows: 
Northwest—April 27th, Le Mars, Miss 
t McCandless, Sheldon. 


Southwest—April 29th, Villisca. Miss 
Jone Armstrong, Council Bluffs. 
Southeast—April 30th, Albia. Mrs 
p, T. Stockman, Sigourney. 
Northeast—May 4th, Hampton. Mrs. 
Maud L. Murray, Grundy Center. 
Middle-east—May 6th, Tama. Miss 
Fannie Wolfe, Cedar Rapids. 
Middlewest—May 7th, Carroll. Miss 


Kittie B. Freed, Ames. 

The helpfulness of these meetings in 
the past has attested the wisdom of mak- 
ing them informal in character with op- 

ity for free discussion by all of 
topies suggested by the librarians and 
wing out of their daily problems. 

A list of the topies for this year’s dis- 
eussion will soon be mailed to each li- 
brary in the state. These topics will in- 
elude questions of as great interest to 
trustees as to librarians and it is hoped 
that there may be a large attendance 
of both librarians and trustees. 

The program, in most if not all cases, 
will include morning and afternoon ses- 
sions only, necessitating but one day’s 
absence from home, and the places se- 
lected have seemed to be those most ac- 
eessible to the largest number of li- 
braries in the district. 

The boundaries of the districts, how- 
ever, are arbitrary, and the nearest and 
most accessible meeting should be the 
one attended. The President of the I. L. 
A. and the Secretary of the Library 
Commission plan to attend all these 
meetings, and wish to meet as many of 
the librarians and trustees of the state 
as possible. 

Association libraries new and old and 
new library boards with libraries still in 
the future are included in this invita- 
tion and urged to attend. 

The counties included in each district 
are: 


188 





Northwest District. Lyon, Sioux, Ply-- 
mouth, Woodbury, Cherokee, O’Brien, 
Osceola, Dickinson, Clay, Buena Vista, 
Pocahontas, Palo Alto, Emmet, Kos- 
suth, Humboldt, Wright, Hancock, Win- 
nebago. 

Middlewest District. Monona, Har- 
rison, Shelby, Crawford, Ida, Sac, Cal- 
houn, Carroll, Audubon, Guthrie, 
Greene, Webster, Hamilton, Boone, Dal- 
las, Polk, Story. 

Southwest District. Pottawattamie, 
Mills, Fremont, Page, Montgomery, 
Cass, Adams, Taylor, Ringgold, Union, 
Adair, Madison, Clarke, Decatur, 
Wayne, Lucas, Warren. 

Northeast District. Worth, Cerro 
Gordo, Franklin, Hardin, Grundy, But- 
ler, Floyd, Mitchell, Howard, Chicka- 
saw, Bremer, Black Hawk, Buchanan, 
Fayette, Winneshiek, Allamakee, Clay- 
ton. Delaware, Dubuque. 

Middle-east District. Marshall, Jas- 
per, Poweshiek, Tama, Benton, Iowa, 
Johnson, Lynn, Jones, Jackson, Clinton, 
Cedar, Muscatine, Scott. 

Southeast District. Marion, Monroe, 
Appanoose, Davis, Wapello, Mahaska, 
Keokuk, Jefferson, Van Buren, Lee, 
Henry, Washington, Louisa, Des Moines. 


Binding in a Small Library. 
BY MIRIAM B. WHARTON, LIBRARIAN, 
BURLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


The small library has at least two 
of the binding problems of all libraries, 
except those large enough to maintain 
their own binderies: First, to know a 
good binding, and second, to find a 
binder to do good work. A well bound 
book should open easily, should lie flat 
and should not crack and break when 
opened. showing a too generous use of 
glue, not always of the best grade, and 
should not separate showing signa- 
tures. Margins should be wide and 
straight, and only the best of material 
should be used. 

Books may be purchased (1) in pub- 
lisher’s copies, (2) in re-enforced bind- 
ings from original sheets in publisher’s 
covers and (3) special library bindings 














covers and (3) special library bindings 
from original sheets, but not in publish- 
er’s covers. Books of the last two 
classes are supplied by Huntting & 
Company of Springfield, Mass., and 
Chivers, 911-913 Atlantic avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Much of the problem 
of rebinding will be solved by purchas- 
ing, where possible, standards, replace 
and duplicate fiction and most juve- 
niles, in special library bindings. These 
are more durable than _ re-enforced 
bindings in publisher’s covers which 
often become shabby and worn while 
the sewing remains intact. Easy books 
and other very thin books will usually 
last in original publisher’s binding as 
long as they will stay clean. 

Library bindings have a number of 
points in their favor. Having been 
bound from the sheets they have been 
bound in the way best suited to the 
paper. They are not weakened by 
having been resewed. The margins 


have been spared retrimming, and the 
binding will usually outlast the paper. 
Such bindings once on the library 


shelves will not be withdrawn from cir- 
culation in three to six months to be 
rebound. 

The initial cost of these bindings is 
greater, but the saving in rebinding 
and in withdrawal from service for a 
more or less protracted period will 
warrant the extra expense in all except 
perhaps the smallest libraries where a 
small book fund makes possible only a 
small purchase each year. 

Buying all books possible in library 
bindings also does away to a large ex- 
tent with mending. In the Burlington 
library we have for several years 
bought library bindings almost exclus- 
ively and the mending has been de- 
creased from 2,672 volumes in 1911 to 
235 volumes in 1914. 


Before deciding to rebind one must 
also consider whether to buy a new 
copy or rebind. Usually, given good 
print, good paper and the book in clean 
condition, it is better to rebind, as the 
new copy, unless in special binding, 
will in turn come up for binding after 


from twenty to thirty cirey 
while a rebound copy, if well d 
circulate in the neighborhood of » 
hundred times. 7 

Having found a satisfactory bingy 
it remains for the librarian to he 
her books are bound mm ike best was 
for their use. Books that are to » 
ceive constant use, as most fiction os 
juveniles, should always be bound} 
half leather; all classed books, 
circulate only occasionally, in 
and all heavy and much used ref 
books in half morocco or pigskin. all 
periodicals in library. buckram, | 

Even where sets of periodicals 
been started in half leather we ean not 
too soon change to buckram, for jy 
from ten to twenty-five years y 
now bound in leather will have to 
rebound, as so many sets on our 
originally bound in leather now 
because the leather crumbles and the 
hinges break. 

Materials.—The only leathers to 
considered for library bindings ay 
morocco or goat and cowskin. 
skin may be used for very large books 
in constant use as handling keeps it 
soft and hard use does not injure it 
appearance. Levant morocco is too ex. 
pensive, Persian morocco is unsatisfae 
tory. French and German moroceg 
are imitations made from sheep or eoy, 


Genuine Turkey morocco is vot i 


= 
ce 


pensive than other leathers but f@ 
large books which will receive 
wear is probably the best material. I 
is durable, is not susceptible to the e& 
fects of heat and gas and always looks 
well. Cowskin or American Russia’ 
the best leather for books in constant 
use, such as most fiction and j ‘ 
but it is not good for heavy books o 
for those which will usually stand @ 
the shelves, for without constant hand 
ling cowskin becomes hard, brittle and 
-eracks at the hinges. Buffing, a split 
of the cowskin, should never be used. 
Cloths.—Library buckram made # 
the Holliston Mills, according to spee 


cations prepared by the Bare 
Standards at Washington, should 
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ued on periodicals, with few excep. 

It is strong, looks well and will 
sand on the shelves almost indefinitely, 
or at least longer than any other availa- 
ble material. 

Duck, a very heavy cloth, durable 
but ynattractive, should be used on 
newspapers. Art canvas and art vel- 
jum are not suitable for full bindings 
for they become dingy and do not hold 
ink or gold lettering. Imperial moroc- 
eo cloth may be used on class books 
and little used reference and juvenile 
hooks. Karatol may be used on the 
sides of fiction and juveniles when 
washing is necessary, but should never 
be used for full bindings. 

Sewing—The method of sewing 
should in the main be left to a reliable 
binder, as he will sew according to the 
needs of each book, as to its use and 
kind of paper. A few rules, however, 
may be adopted. The sections of a 
book should be oversewed, not stitched 
lengthwise. Many binders do the lat- 


ter but it is usually unnecessary and 
when done, has a tendency to cause the 


jeaves to come out at the line of sewing 
often making worthless an otherwise 
strong binding. 

Books should be sewed ‘‘all along”’ 
with few exceptions. All plates should 
be guarded with thin, tough paper. All 
books which are to receive hard wear 
should have end section and end papers 
guarded with cloth before sewing. 

Periodicals.—In libraries with small 
collections of travel, science, sociology 
and other class books, bound periodi- 
eals become even more valuable than in 
libraries with large collections, but in 
no library except the largest should an 
attempt be made to bind all the maga- 
anes received. No magazines not in- 
dexed in the Reader’s Guide should 
ever be bound. 

For the small library the following 
are suggested : Outlook or Independent 
(one of these is sufficient and the set 
begun should be continued), World’s 
Work, National Geographic Magazine, 
Seientifie American and Supplement, 
Survey and St. Nicholas. The Century, 


Harper’s Magazine, Scribner’s and At- 
lantic will also be found useful for 
many subjects. 

Opinion may differ here and each li- 
brarian must decide for herself which 
of these are required by the reference 
work which she is called upon to do. 
Only the larger libraries should at- 
tempt to build up a complete set of any 
magazine. Having volumes from 1910 
to date it may be well to bind back to 
1905, but except in rare cases is it nec- 
essary to go back of 1900, when the 
Reader’s Guide begins to index maga- 
zine material. 

In order to have binding returned as 
quiekly as possible it is a good plan to 
have regular dates or an agreement 
with a binder, that books shall be 
returned within a specified time, send- 
ing a number of times each year 
rather than once or twice, thus keep- 
ing from circulation for the’ least 
possible time books much in demand. 
Books sent to a binder should be re- 
turned in from one to two months. 
January and July are the busiest times 
for binders, especially for magazines, 
and naturally libraries cannot expect 
to receive as prompt service then as at 
other times. 


Preparation of books for the binder. 
—It does not seem necessary to collate 
ordinary books other than to see that 
title page and Jast pages are complete. 
If the title page is missing a simple one 
ean be written giving title, author, 
place and publisher if easily obtained. 
A good quality of paper should be used 
and sufficient margin left on all sides 
to allow for trimming, especially on the 
left hand edge to enable the binder to 
sew. 

There are two methods of giving di- 
rections to the binder for lettering on 
the back: (1) Printed binder’s slips 
with panels for title, author, ete., are 
furnished free by some binders, or may 
be purchased but P slips with this 
information as it should appear on 
the back of the book answers equally 
well; (2) or directions for this letter- 
ing may be given by underlining light- 
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ly with lead pencil on title page the 
first letter of all words to be used and 
adding call number if it is to be in- 
eluded. This marking of title page and 
doing away with the writing of bind- 
er’s slips saves time and allows less 
chance for mistakes. 

Book ecards should be removed, slips 
made for those books not having book 
eards and all filed alphabetically at 
charging desk that information may be 
accessible regarding all books at the 
bindery. General directions as_ to 
kinds of binding can be given binder 
by letter, any deviation from the gen- 
eral order being marked in individual 
books by slips of paper or on title page. 

Magazines should be arranged by 
months in order desired, collated un- 
less binder will do so, especially those 
magazines likely to be mutilated, title 
page and index put in place. Title 
pages and indexes, not furnished by 
publishers without special request, can 
usually be supplied by binder at a 
slight cost, which saves time and post- 
age spent in writing direct to publisb- 
ers. The binder should be informed 
when periodicals are sent that missing 
numbers or indexes are to be supplied, 
that provision may be made for them 
before the work begins. 

Covers and advertising need not be 
removed as the general order to bind 
with or without will be sufficient. Bind- 
ing slips should be made for periodi- 
cals giving title, volume number, dates 
and kind of binding. By using carbon 
paper in making these slips duplicates 
ean be made which can then be ar- 
ranged in the alphabetical file ‘‘ Books 
at bindery,’’ kept at the charging desk. 

These slips after the return of the 
bound periodicals should be kept for 
sample as to form for succeeding 
volumes. To insure uniform lettering 
on the backs of periodicals the printer 
should make a ‘‘rub’’ of the back to be 
used for reference in lettering future 
volumes. 


A list of books sent should be made 
in duplicate and one copy with letter 
of general directions mailed at the time 


of shipment. The duplicate list mg. i 


ie 


attached to the bindery bill when 
ceived thus forming all the recong pu 
essary of bindery work, tho 

date of rebinding may be added to the 
accession book if desired, or noted iy 
the book on the page wiicre the original 
source, date and cost appeared. Bow 
upon their return from the bindery 
should be examined for imperfeg; 
tering or other defects, and those agi 
perfect should be returned. 

A cheap binding does not ne 
mean cheap as to the actual 
paid out, but as to service rendered 4 
good library binding will cost 
forty to fifty-five cents for the ordi 
size book, from eighty to ni 
cents for periodicals of the size of Om. 
tury in library buckram, and frp 
eighty-five cents to $1.25 in morogs 
Large books will cost proportionately 
more. 

(There is no reason why library 
should submit to unsatisfactory bing. 
ing. If the work done by the bind 
employed in the past has not giv 
good service, as shown by the wear of 
the books, a change should by all mean 
be made. The Library Commissin 
will be glad to suggest reliable binder, 
also to have the libraries forward th 
names of binders whose work ha 
proved satisfactory. Other questions 
concerning binding will always hk 
gladly answered by the commission) 





Iowa Summer Library School. 


The State University of Iowa m 
nounces the 14th Annual Session of th 
Towa Summer School for Library Trap 
ing, June 21 to July 31, 1915. 

Miss Harriet E. Howe, head instru: 
tor in the Western Reserve University 
Library School, who directed the Sehol 
in 1914 will again be in charge. Te 
staff will include Miss Robinson, Seer 
tary of the Library Commission, Mis 
Alma Penrose of the University of t 
linois Library School, and Miss Grae 
Shellenberger, Children’s Librariaingd 
the Des Moines Public Library. . 
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The instruction will be given in the 
ental subjects relating to library 
ization and methods with special 
attention to the needs of the small li- 


ae, the better preparation, for her 
own satisfaction in her work as well as 
for the increased efficiency of her li- 

, every librarian and assistant in 
Jowa should plan to take this course. 
Every library board should recognize 
that both economy and efficiency should 
rompt co-operation in making this work 

ible to those serving the library un- 
der their trusteeship. 

“Library Week’’ which proved so 
helpful a feature of last year’s session 
will probably be continued this year 
with its gathering of attractive and in- 
gpirational lectures, and all the librari- 
ans of the state who can plan to spend 
the week in Iowa City will be benefited 
thereby. a 

Application blanks and additional in- 
formation may be obtained by address- 
ing Miss Jennie E. Roberts, Acting Li- 
brarian, University Library, Iowa City, 
or the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines. 





Iowa Library Association 
Officers. 
Mr. L. L. Dickerson, president, Grin- 
nell. 
Mrs. John W. Cory, vice president, 
Spencer. 
Miss Charlotte Goetzman, 
vice president, Des Moines. 
Mr. W. P. Payne, honorary presi- 
dent, Nevada. 
Miss Anna Maude Kimberley, secre- 
tary, Marshalltown. 
Miss Mary Brainard, 
Waterloo. 
Miss Anna M. Tarr, registrar, Clin- 
ton. 


second 


treasurer, 





The next annual meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association will be held the 
second week in October at the Hotel 
Colfax, situated a mile east of Colfax 
and twenty-four miles from Des Moines. 
The hotel is very attractive and offers 


many advantages for such an occasion. 
It has always seemed to me that an 
ideal place for a state meeting would 
be one where interest in the programs 
would not be divided with shopping, 
sight-seeing, and a score of diversions 
which are inevitable when librarians 
are scattered throughout a strange 
town. It has seemed, in fact, that it 
would be a happy time when we could 
all be together for two or three days 
under the same roof where we could 
listen to programs without rushing 
here and there and beeowing worn out, 
where we could have a chance to gos- 
sip a little, to exchange opinions on a 
thousand matters that we have wanted 
to talk over informally with other li- 
brarians, and really get to know each 
other. If we could get together in this 
way, first, however, having representa- 
tives from practically every library in 
the state and a liberal number of trus- 
tees, then I believe we should be doing 
about the lastething to make these 
meetings the very best conceivable. 


Such an ideal was a good thing to 
entertain, of course, but happily, it can 
become an actuality. When the execu- 
tive board held its regular meeting at 
The Colfax in December, it concluded 
that the placed offered unusual ad- 
vantages for just such a meeting as we 
have outlined. The hotel is set off on 
a hill by itself surrounded by 140 acres 
of wooded grounds, it is big, roomy, 
thoroughly modern, it has extensive 
halls and parlors, a large, attractive 
dining room with first class service, an 
assembly room for from 150 to 200 per- 
sons—altogether there is room for our 
whole assdciation to be comfortably 
housed for a three days’ conference. 
And we need have no fear of excessive 
prices since the proprietor, Mr. Dono- 
hue, has made most exceptional special 
rates which will be published later. 

The program cannot be announced 
yet, but the committee is working out 
the general idea and hopes to announce 
subjects that will make a general ap- 
peal. Write your suggestions to the 
secretary or the president. 
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It is now time to begin to lay plans 
for this annual meeting. We hope to 
make the meeting, together with an 
afternoon in the libraries and library 
headquarters in Des Moines, so valua- 
ble that you cannot afford to miss that. 
Bring the matter to the attention of 
your trustees early, and. you can as- 
sure them that a special session for 
trustees will be the best we can pro- 
vide. 

Our 1915 dues.of one dollar should be 
sent to Miss Mary Brainard, Public Li- 
brary, Waterloo, without delay. The 
program committee hesitates in the 
selection of outside speakers until 
something is known about the probable 
condition of the treasury. 

Do not wait for the state meeting to 
pay your dues. Every public library 
trustee, librarian and assistant in the 
state should be a member of the I. L. 
A. whether able to attend the state 
meeting or not. The membership fee is 
small, but the aggrgegate, if all pay, 
will enable the executive board to ar- 
range a better program at Colfax, and 
earry out other helpful plans. Lect us 
all boost hard for one month and see 
what will happen. 

L. L. Dickerson, 
President I. L. A. 





Some Recent Books Recommended for 
Purchase by Even the Small- 
est Library. 
Barr, A. A. All the Days of My 
Life. Appleton, 1913.........$3.50 


“Her book is more variously interesting, 
richer in romance and strange adventure, than 
is usual with lives of literary folks. It holds 
the reader under its spell from beginning to 
end.” Dial. 


Brown, E. A. When Max Came 
(Juvenile). Lothrop, 1914....$1.20 


“A group of nice, natural boys and girls 
and their delightful cousin, Max, who has been 
brought up in England and comes to spend the 
summer in Maine. The girl cousin is jealous 
and rude to Max, but she repents in time and 
the summer ends with the hope of another 
next year.” A. L. A. Bkl. 


Cabot, R. C. What Men Live By. 
Houghton, 1914 oe 1,50 


“From his experience as a physician, the 
author urges the use of four cures—work, play, 


love, worship—to bring back the pa 

all others into the currents of ‘real life’ 
cure he dwells on interestingly, with a 
— spirit and genial outlook.” 4 7 


Caffin, C. H. American Masters ; , 


of Painting. New popular ed, 
Garden City, 1913 


“This book is one of a serviceable and at 


tractively cheap series of Doubleday 

It is published at one-third the price of 
original, bound in the same style, 
ferior in paper and illustrations. 

are reproduced in black and white 
sepia, and some _ are printed on 


sides.” A. L. A 
Conrad, Joseph. Chance. Double. 


day, 1914 : 
“A remarkable book, the story of Flora De 


Barral, daughter of the Great De 
monumental swindler, and her love for the . 
captain who married her. Marlow tellg = 
story in his usual quiet manner, which jg 
dramatic under the quiet, and shows 

the master hand directing and interfering gt 
any moment.” A. L. A. Bkl. 


Cramb, J. A. Germany and Eng- 


land. Dutton, 1914. 


“Lectures delivered in London in 1913, 
warned the English that a conflict wag iney- 
itable, as the development of the Ge 
tional ideal, exemplified by historian 
Treitschke, and writers like Bernhardi, makes 
England the stumbling block in the which 
must be removed. An absorbing and illuminat. 
ing book, the result of a wide knowledge of 
both German and Fnelish affairs and chara 
teristics.” A. L. A. Bkl. 


Crow, Mrs. Martha (Foote). Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe. Appleton, 


“A readable biography, emphasizing the d- 
mestic life of Mrs. Stowe rather than her public 
work, and, so, valuable not only as a personal 
record, but as a picture of home life in New 
England nearly a century ago. Conraing 4 
chronological outline of the author's tife anda 
list of her books. As interesting to adults as 
to the older girls.” A. L. A. Bkl. 


Curtis, H.S. Play and Recreation 


for the Open Country. Gina, | 
1914 


“A practical handbook for all those 
ested in the problem of recreation in the 
community, whether for the child or 
Suggests plays and games for the home 
the rural school; describes the organizations 
the Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls, and ’ 
ideals and methods of organizing social 
Written by one who has expert knowledge 
practical training.” <A. L. A 


Eastman, Max. Enjoyment of 
Poetry. Scribner, 1913....... $15 


The author “pleads not for the under 
ing or the appreciation of poetry, but for 
enjoyment, and insists that, to be enjoyea 
poetry must be experienced, sayin that it # 
‘like religion, in that it exists th glorious 
definition for those who have attained it, 
for those who merely look upon it, a 


little that appears.’” Bk, Rev. Digest. 
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ord, Edward. Personali- 
ty of American Cities. Mce- 
Bride, 1913 ; 

“The treatment is popular and impression- 
The author writes in a pleasant, read- 
istic. ty of twenty-three cities in the United 
able and Canada, depicting the salient fea- 
States each which give it individuality and 
iferentiate it from all the others. He is a 
been observer and does not lack humor.” A. 

, Meredith. The Poet. 


L, A. Bki. 

Houghton, 1914. 

#4 slight, pretty story, in which the poet 
reconciles & husband and wife, thus restoring 
their child, Marjorie, to her rightful place in 
He also encourages a promising young 
suthor and steers him into the way of realiza- 
tion for his own romance. Of course, the Poet 

tely suggests James Whitcomb Riley.” 


L. A. Bk. ; 
as E. A. From Alien to 


, 

Citizen. Revell, 1914 ‘ 
“absorbing story of the writer’s life from 
his first steerage trip, through the years of 
hard labor and poverty and spiritual struggle 
that lie behind his religion of brotherhood and 
his service to the immigrant cause. With no 
touch of bitterness, he cites incidents in his 
which show how, hard the way is 
made for the immigrant, how pitifully easy it 
is to fall; yet he has unbounded faith in Amer- 


a” A.D. A. Bel. 
Stewart, Mrs. Elinore. Letters of 


a Woman Homesteader, Hough- 
PE sechtepuhesuaateeta $1.25 


“Delightful letters which show an enviable 
spirit and humor in their frank portrayal of the 
difficulties and joys of the woman homesteader 
on a ranch in southwestern Wyoming, and a 
very keen human sympathy in their recital of 
any events which included her ‘neighbors near 
and far. Good to read aloud to the whole fam- 
ily. Reprinted from the Atlantic Monthly.” 
A, L, A. Bkl. 





“The tests are very plain and simple, 
and they are perfectly infallible. If a 
novel flatters the passions, and exalts 
them above the principles, it is pois- 
onous; it may not kill, but it will cer- 
tainly injure ; and this test will exclude 
an entire class of fiction of which emi- 
nent examples will occur to all. Then 
the whole spawn of so-called unmoral 
romances, which imagine a world where 
the sins of sense are unvisited by the 
penalties following, swift or slow, but 
inexorably sure, in the real world, are 
deadly poison ; these do kill. The novels 
that merely tickle our prejudices and 
lull our judgment, or that coddle our 
sensibilities or pamper our gross appe- 
tite for the marvelous are not so fatal, 
but they are innutritious, and clog the 
soul: with unwholesome vapors of all 
Kinds,” © —William Dean Howells. 
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Adel.—A successful Tag Day on Feb- 
ruary 20th netted $76.00 for the library. 

Alden.—The Imperial Gravures of 
the Library Commission were on exhibi- 
tion at the public library from Feb- 
ruary 3d to 19th. The exhibit was in 
charge of the Library Reading Circle. 

Algona.—The Algona Military Band 
will give a concert at an early date for 
the benefit of the Library Aid fund. 

Ames.—The public library has met 
with a great loss in the death of Mrs. W. 
M. Greeley which occured during Jan- 
uary. She was the friend of the library 
from its earliest days and the donor 
of the lot on which the library building 
stands, and served continuously on its 
board from the time of its organization, 
always being present at the board meet- 
ings. She was a cheerful worker, a 
wise adviser, and gave of her best judg- ° 
ment, energy and devotion to a cause 
she approved and loved. Resolutions of 
respect and appreciation were passed 
by the board at their meeting on Jan- 
uary 4th. 

A doll reception was held at the 
library in,place of the story hour on 
Saturday afternoon, January 23d, the 
Traveling Library Doll Collection’ be- 
ing on exhibition in the library at that 
time. 

Anita.—The question of the establish- 
ment of a free public library was sub- 
mitted to vote at a special election held 
on March 8th and lost. 

The women who have heroically 
maintained a library in Anita for the 
past three years will continue their 
work believing that another time a 
successful vote.may be secured. 

Audubon.—Principal Johanen of the 
Audubon publie schools has issued a 
little ‘soklet outlining the vocational 
books recently added to the public 
library, thus cooperating with the work 
of the library and making the library 
more useful to the pupils of *h+ school. 

Bedford.—On January 8tl: « public 
meeting was held in the interest of a 














































public library and a library association 
formed. Committees were immediately 
appointed and a campaign inaugurated 
and carried forward with such vigor and 
enthusiasm that at a special election 
held on March 2d, the library propo- 
sition carried by a vote of almost four 
to one. As usual the initiative was 
taken by the women, but they were 
ably aided by the men of the town. 
Correspondence with Mr. Carnegie is 
under way, and a Carnegie building 
will undoubtedly be ready by the time 
the tax is available. 

Belle Plaine.—In the hope of stimu- 
lating interest in the work of the Public 
Library as well as adding to its resour- 
ces a ‘‘Parcel Post’’ Social was held 
on March 2d . 

Boone.—-A branch library has been 
started in the fifth ward and is proving 
very successful. Space is donated by 
one of the merchants, and books are 
loaned every Friday afternoon from 4 
to 5 with an assistant from the library 
in charge. The circulation during this 
hour averages 60 books. 

Callendar.—A tax-supported library 
has been in existence for a number of 
years, and much credit is due to the 
library board which has s6 faithfully 
earried on this work. 

Cedar Rapids—A request for an 
additional levy of a half mill for library 
building purposes has been made to the 
city council by the library trustees, the 
crowded condition of the building mak- 
ing an addition a necessity. 

Cherokee.—The Library Commission 
Exhibit of dolls was shown in the li- 
brary during March and attracted 
many visitors both adults and children. 

Clarinda.—A reading course has been 
started at the library for sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade pupils in which each 
child is expected to read at least two 
books before the close of school. Many 
more will probably be read by most of 
the boys and girls. 

Cresco.—The dedication of the new 
Carnegie Library building took place 
on Wednesday, February 20th. Dur- 
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ing the morning and afternoon g rea 
a 


tion and story hour for the 

was held in the library, the 
coming by school grades with their 
teachers. The dedicatory, e 
proper were held in the evening at the 
Methodist church and called out a full 
house. The presentation to the city 
the keys of the library was made }y 
Dr. Robertson to whose efforts the in. 
erease in the gift for the buildj 
largely due. In his addreas Dr, 

son stated the conditions of the gift 
and emphasized the fact that the ie 
brary building is now the property of 
the city and wholly under its contpg, 
In accepting the keys for the 
Mayor A. E. Barker commended the 
public spirit of the citizens which made 
this building possible. 

Miss Robinson brought greetings ang 
congratulations from the Librory Gop. 
mission and the libraries of the state 
The address of the evening was made by 
Dr. George Kessel, President of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Musie by a mixed quartet added tp 
the pleasure of the occasion. At the 
close of the exercises a reception was 
held at the library. . 

An addition of $7,500 was made tp 
the original gift of $10,000 offered by 
the Carnegie Foundation because of 
the increase in income assured by the 
extension of library privileges to thre 
surrounding townships. The town and 
the library board are to be congratu 
lated on the opening of this beautifal 
building which means so much to both 


Council Bluffs.—The Traveling li 
brary doll collection at the library wa 
a source of much interest and enjoy- 
ment to the children who thronged t 
see it during its stay in Council Bluffs 
As a result of their visits many new 
cards have been issued and the cireule 
tion in the children’s department isi» 
creasing. 

The various dolls in the collection 
have been made the subject in 
hours thus adding to their edu 
value. 
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Pavenport.—A new deposit station 
was opened in January in Grant school. 
The school is supplied with grade li- 
praries and the station is for the use 
of children out of school and for adults. 
It is open from 4 to 6 p. m., on Fridays, 
and is gradually attracting readers who 
had never before registered. The cir- 
eulation for the two hours a week in 
February averaged 34 and for March 
4), Each week there are several new 
registrations. This makes the fourth 
deposit station opened. 

The Public Library had an exhibit of 
books on Food and Cooking at the 
Pure Food Show, held at the Armory, 
March 5-13. Part of a booth was 
assigned to the library by the manage- 
ment and the books were displayed and 
appropriate posters put up. A list of 
books on ‘‘Food, its use and its adulter- 
ations’? was printed for distribution 
and extra copies of eight Farmers’ Bul- 
letins were also given out. 

Des Moines—Law Library. — Miss 
Dorothy Kautz has been employed dur- 
ing the legislature to assist in compiling 
an index to the bills introduced in the 
Senate and House. 

Decorah.—The question of the estab- 
lishment of a free public library was 
voted on by the people of Decorah on 
March 29th, and carried by the gratify- 
ing majority of 729 to 176. Only two 
votes.against the library were cast by 
the women. 


Des Moines—Library Commission.—A 

reception was given to the members of 
the legislature and their wives and the 
state officials in the library commis- 
sion rooms in the Historical Building 
on the evening of January 26th. The 
guests were entertained by stories told 
by Miss Grace Shellenberger, and music 
by a state house quartet, after which 
light refreshments were served. 
_ The Leglislative Ladies League met 
in the commission offices on the morn- 
ing of March 25th, and an account of 
the activities of the Commission was 
given by Miss Robinson, Miss Davis 
and Miss Marks. 


The resignation of Miss Charlotte E. 
Goetzman was received with regret by 
the Commission at their January meet- 
ing, and the appointment of Miss Gretta 
Smith of Grinnell as Cataloguer con- 
firmed. Miss Smith was a member of 
the last class of Drexel Institute Li- 
brary School, and since graduating has 
served in the loan department of the 
Detroit Publie Library. 

Des Moines—Public Library.—The 
Library Commission collection of dolls 
was exhibited at the city library dur- 
ing the holidays and proved entertain- 
ing to the large number of children 
attracted to the library thereby. 

Dubuque.-—Annual Library Day ex- 
ercises were held on the afternoon of 
February 20th in the library audito- 
rium. The program arranged by the 
Educational Division of the Dubuque 
Woman’s Club was prepared with 
especial reference to the children, and 
the appreciation of the parents and the 
boys and girls was evidenced by the 
large attendance which overflowed the 
hall. 


Farmington.—A movement has been 
inaugurated for a free public library 
and a library association formed with 
J. S. Forgraves as president. Rev. P. 
H. Hawk was largely instrumental in 
arousing the interest in this project. 

Fort Dodge.—The library now has 
branches in six of the Cooper Township 
schools, and in every public school 
building except one which is too near 
the library to make a branch necessary. 
There are 858 volumes in_ these 
branches and the circulation during 
1914 amounted to 8,406. 

Greenfield.—A special election will 
be held on April 12th, at which the 
question of the establishment of a li- 
brary will be submitted to the people 
of Greenfield. The prospects seem good 
for a favorable vote. 


Hamburg.—tThe issue of the Republi- 
can for January 29th was in charge of 
the Hamburg Library Board which fur- 
nished appropriate reading matter per- 
taining to libraries in general and the 
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Hamburg library in particular. They 
also received the proceeds from all the 
advertisements. The object was both 
to interest the town in the library and 
to raise funds for its maintenance. The 
library is growing in size, interest and 
circulation. 

Harlan.—A vote for the establish- 
ment of a free public library in Harlan 
was successfully carried several years 
ago, but no tax was levied and the 
terms of the board were allowed to ex- 
pire without reappointments being 
made. The interest, however, has been 
revived and a new board appointed and 
a library is assured for Harlan. 

Iowa City.—On December 19th the 
pupils from one of the primary grades 
at the First Ward school presented, in 
the children’s room at the library, a 
little play, a dramatization of part of 
Wiggins’—‘‘Bird’s Christmas Carol.’’ 
The program was largely attended as 
was also the story hours conducted by 
Miss Gertrude Howell, children’s li- 


brarian, on the three days previous to 
Christmas. 

A special vocational bulletin board 
has been placed in the library. On it 
will be posted from time to time pic- 
tures, postals, newspaper clippings, etc., 


as aids in vocational guidance. Books 
and pamphlets pertaining Po the subject 
will be kept on the display shelf at- 
tached thereto. 

Mr. Wm. P. Coast, whose recent 
death is mourned by all residents of 
Iowa City, was president of the library 
board and chairman of the building 
committee at the time of the erection of 
the Carnegie building. Though not 
a member of the board for several years 
past, his services in connection with the 
new building insure for him a lasting 
remembrance in connection with library 
work in Iowa City. 

Jefferson.—In connection with the 
*‘Short Course’’ recently held here the 
library arranged a display of books on 
agriculture, a list of which was pub- 
lished in the local papers. 


Keokuk.—Through the generosity of 
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the Monday Club a Music Section has 
been opened in the public library jp 
which the sheet music and fine eolleg. 
tion of books on this subject owned by 
the club will be shelved. : 

Knoxville——The library board hag 
accepted, with great regret, the resig. 
nation of Mrs. J. T. Langton, librarian 
Under Mrs. Langton’s administrat; 
the library has grown to great efficien. 
ey, having in 1914 the remarkable gir. 
culation of 25,963 volumes, with 3,363 
books in the library, and a population 
in the town of 3,190. A most excellent 
selected book collection has also been 
built up and the library placed on gq 
high plane of service. 

Lansing.—A ‘‘Parcel Post Social” 
was held during January for the benefit 
of the library, which has also been the 


recipient of books and furniture from _ 


generous friends. 

Logan.—A petition has been gir. 
culated asking for a special election op 
the library proposition at an early date, 
and the large number of signatures 
secured make probable an eiection with 
favorable result. 

The lecture course for the winter hag 
been in charge of the Library Board, 
and the surplus proceeds will be de 
voted to the support of the library, 


Malvern.—A library association was 
formed less than a year ago. Sinee 
that time a library has been maintained 
and $600 has been raised in various 
ways, part of which has been used for 
the purchase of books and the remain 
der applied on the purchase of a site 
for a library building. What still is 
lacking of the purchase price they hope 
to secure by popular subscription. It 
is the women, as usual, who have done 


the work and to them much credit is 


due for their energy and enterprise. 
Missouri Valley.—During February 
a Merchants’ Carnival was given and 
$200 cleared at two evening perform- 
ances. The Public Library was pre 


sented in a little one-act play under the 
direction of Miss Johnson, in which were , 
introduced well-known characters from _ 


Story Book Land. 
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ine.—Miss Cora Hendee, a 
te of the Western Reserve Uni- 
yersity Library School, has become an 
assistant in the Musser Public Library. 


Ottumwa.—In connection with the 
gchool of Home Economies held during 
January a list of the books in the li- 

on these subjects was prepared 
gnd distributed, and the books were 
conveniently displayed for examina- 
tion. 

New Sharon.—The Woman’s Club 
has started a movement for the estab- 
lishment of a public library which will 
be located in the newly furnished 
Woman’s Club room in the city build- 
ing. 

Perry—The public library has re- 
cently been the recipient of two valuable 


gifts, one a collection of books from the 


library of the late J. A. Harvey given 
his son, and the other a case of 
beautiful and rare stuffed birds. 


Reinbeck.—The opening of the new 
public library occurred on January 23d 
with a reception at which refreshments 
were served, and 97 books loaned to 
town and country borrowers. The new 
library opens with 800 volumes, in the 
arrangement of which Miss Ruth Wil- 
lard, of the Library Commission, as- 
sisted. For the present, the library will 
be open on Tuesday, Thursday and Sat- 
urday afternoon. Much interest is 
shown in the library and the women who 
have been the promoters of the move- 
ment feel gréatly encouraged. 


Rockwell City.—Reading Clubs for 
the public school pupils have been 
started in connection with the library. 
For the kindergarten and the first and 
second grades this took the form of a 
story hour, but for the older children 
readings from approved but entertain- 
ing books suited to the different grades 
were given on different days. 

Sioux City—Beginning January 24th 
and continuing through February, a 
series of musical recitals have been 
given in the recital hall at the library. 


Tipton.— With a view of raising the 
standard of reading among the school 
children, a course vf reading has been 
outlined by several of the public school 
teachers and the librarian. A list of 
forty attractive and readable, but 
thoroughly worth while books was 
selected. In order to keep up the inter- 
est by means of rivalry between the 
different grades, two charts were pre- 
pared. 


Waukon.---At the regular spring 
election the library proposition. was 
submitted and carrie vy a large ma- 
jority. Through the efforts of the 
women, a membership library has long 
been maintained, and the support now 
assured will largely increase its usefui- 
ness. 





Lorena Webber. 


The many Iowa friends of Lorena N. 
Webber will grieve to hear of her death 
which occurred at Boulder, Colorado, 
on December 27, 1914. 


As first librarian of the Ames Public 
Library much of the work of organiza- 
tion in that library was done by Miss 
Webber. Later she was librarian for 
many years of the Iowa City Publie Li- 
brary, and resigned there in 1907 to ac- 
cept the librarianship of the Jackson- 
ville, Illinois, library which position she 
held until June, 1914. 


During the past summer she went to 
Colorado in search of health and was 
improving slowly when she was obliged 
to submit to an operation for appen- 
dicitis from the effect of which she was 
unable to rally. Miss Webber’s home 
was in Renwick, Iowa, where her re- 
mains were buried. 


She was a member of the class of 
1904 at the Illinois Library School. 
During the summer of 1907 she was one 
of the instructors in the Iowa Summer 
Library School, and was one of the 
charter members of the Library Club 
at Iowa City. 
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Book and Periodical Exchange. 

Buena Vista College Library (Storm 
Lake, Iowa) wishes the following mag- 
azines and asks that any library having 
these numbers which they are willing 
to dispose of will please write the li- 


brarian, Miss Alice E. Wilcox. 

The American. Vols. 1-62, 65. 

Arena. Vols. 1-10. 

Atlantic Monthly. Vols. 2, 5-13, 16, 22- 25, 
27-40, 42-79, 92. 

Bookman. Vols. 1-22, 24-30. 

Century Magazine. Vols. 1-17, 19-22. 

Chautauquan. Vols. 1, 2, 3, 4, 16, to April, ’14. 

Classical Journals. Vols. 1, 2, 4, 6. 

Classical Philology. Vol. 2. 

Current Literature. Vols. 1-32, 47. 

Education. Vols. 1-11, 24-28. 

Educational Review. Vols. 1-6, 11-24, 27, 28. 

Harper’s Monthly. Vols. 1-9. 

Hibbert Journal. Vols. 9, 10, 11. 

Independent. Vols. 1-51, 53, 54-57, 62-72. 

Journal of American History. Vol. 1. 

Literary Digest. Vols. 1-25, 27, 32, to date. 

Nation. Vols. 1-84. 

National Geographic Magazine. Vols. 1-19. 

North American Review. Vols. 1-129, 133- 
135, 159, 165, 166, 168. 

Outlook. Vols. 1-54, 56, 57, 58, 76, 77. 

Popular Mechanics. Vols. 1-18. 

School Review. Vols. 1-13. 

Scientific American. Vols. 1-54, 56-86, 92, 93, 95. 

Scientific American Supplement. Vols. 1-50, 
51, 52, 53, 55, 58, 60, 62, 70. 

Scribner’s Magazine. Vols. 1, 6, 12, 13, 16-20, 
23, 24, 25, 34-38, 41, 42, 44-46, 49, 51, to 
date. 

Survey (Charities and Commons). Vols. 1-21. 

World Today. Vols. 1-5, 8-11. 

World’s Work. Vols. 1-4, 7, 8-11. 


In Library Land. 
It’s cold outside, and.the wind blows through 
The holes in my coat, and my lips are blue, 
= fingers are numb, but they open the 
oor 
To Library Land and I’m cold no more. 
For the Library Land is warm and bright, 
And the flowers bloom in the cheerful light, 
There’s a kind of fountain to wash your 
hands, 
For they’re very particular in Library Land. 
There’s a fireplace with tiles white and green, 
And pictures of Alice and the Queen, 
The carpenter, walrus and Cheshire cat, 
Around from this side of the fire to that. 
You curl up there where the fire is near, 
And read of soldiers and Paul Revere, 
And think how when you’re a man, that you 
Will live and die for your country, too. 
You stay ’till the teacher says, “Lights out!” 
And you know you must go, without a doubt, 
But ’tisn’t so cold, and the night is grand, 
For you’ve been a hero—in Library Land. 





—Mary E. Rodhouse in Mar. ’15, Pub. Lib. 
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Special Offer. a 

In order to bring the Library Joy 
within the reach of the small libp 
for 1915 the special rate of $2.00 y 
fered to libraries having an incom, 
less than $2,000 or to individual 
braries whose salary is under $1,00 





Mrs. L. C. Whitford, Ottumwa, 
has a number of standard sets 
she will sell at reasonable priceg — 
braries whose book collection and] 
fund will warrant the buying of § 
may find some of these desirable, Sm 
libraries, however, are warned not 
buy sets, even standards, until the 
brary has reached a stage where 
plicates and volumes seldom used ¢ 
be bought without decreasing the 
ber of those which are constantly eq 
for and would be useful to 
readers. 


Mrs. H. W. Smith, Spencer, ] 
offers for sale bound volumes of F 
per’s Weekly for 1861, 1864, 1865 
1866. If interested write Mrs. Smith, 








TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR DISCD 
FOR I. L. A. DISTRICT MEET 
1915. 





Rural extension—the next step for 
libraries. 

Work with public schools—to what 
shall the public library supply the 
demands? a 

Children’s Reading—Books for girls; | 
for children in a small library; Bookg 
very little children. 

Library Advertising. 

The librarian—If she cannot do everyth 
what can best be left undone? Howe 
librarian in a small library keep in 
with the library world? The lit 
reading. 

Book selection and buying—Book 
the buying of sets and recommending bt 
sold by agents; How much is the libr 
eater to public opinion on the quest 
new fiction, and what portion 
book fund should be expended 
Recent and desirable books—fi 
fiction, drama, reference books; 
books to buy. rr 
_ Increase in tax levy—how shall ; 
securcd? 

The library board—membership and 0 

















ings 
Roll Call—Some things we have 
helpful. 






